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Midwest Food Bank Disaster
Relief records have been
broken in 2020 due to the
pandemic. A normal year of
Disaster Relief sees about
25,000 family food boxes
sent. In 2017 and 2018, that
number was about 50,000.
This year, over 125,000 boxes
have been assembled, packed,
and delivered all over the US.

November 2020

Food boxes being filled at Midwest Food Bank Georgia.

AROUND THE TABLE
Compassion is a reflection of our connectedness.

CONNECT
ENGAGE
Contact your local Midwest
Food Bank to learn more about
our volunteer opportunities.

SUPPORT
We are thankful for your
support in prayer. If you are
led to contribute financially,
we have enclosed an envelope
for your convenience. On
behalf of those we serve,
thank you.
Produced by Midwest Food Bank
2031 Warehouse Road, Normal, IL 61761
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-Widad Akrawi

MFB holiday web page

New member of our team

The holiday season is here. Midwest Food Bank
has created a web page full of holiday activities
and information: midwestfoodbank.org/holiday.
You’ll find:
• Activities for children
• An online Advent devotional calendar,
written by MFB staff and partner agency
representatives.
• Details about this year’s #GivingTuesday.
• Ways to volunteer at MFB.
• How to make a donation in honor of a
loved one.

Midwest Food Bank announces the addition of
our new Program Development Manager, Ashley
Aeschleman. Ashley has spent the past 15 years
working in Marketing and Communications,
most recently at the Children’s Hospital of Illinois
Foundation/OSF Foundation.
Ashley will be overseeing the growth strategy
execution and development for the international
divisions of Midwest Food Bank.
“I’m excited to be in a role where I can make a
difference,” says Ashley. “ I’m passionate about the
mission of Midwest Food Bank and look forward
to working with our partners in East Africa and
Haiti.”
Also, Ashley will
provide leadership
in the marketing
for Midwest Food
Bank Hope Packs
and Tender Mercies
programs as well as
provide oversight for
Midwest Food Bank
Social Media strategy
implementation.

Opening of MFB online store
Just in time for holiday shopping, Midwest
Food Bank has opened an online store. It’s a onestop-shop to buy MFB branded items, including
shirts, hoodies, blankets, tumblers, and more.
Check it out at midwestfoodbank.org.

SAVE THE DATE!

#GivingTuesday is, December 1, 2020
Be a part of this global generosity movement.

Ashley Aeschleman

USDA Farmers to
Families Program
Midwest Food Bank has been
participating in the USDA
Farmers to Families Food Box
Program. Suppliers are paid
by the USDA to deliver boxes
of fresh produce, meat, and
dairy products to MFB. We
distribute them to our partner
nonprofits, who in turn, give
them to those struggling with
food insecurity.

In the words of our nonprofit partner agencies
For Midwest Food Bank, the COVID-19
pandemic still affects all levels of our operation,
including food procurement, volunteer efforts,
and food distribution. Our volunteers and
donors have risen to the challenge, making our
heightened operations nearly seamless.
Our partner nonprofit agencies have
experienced many of these same challenges.
Most of them have seen a 20-50% increase in
need and a reduction in volunteers. Here are
their humbling and encouraging responses to a
recent survey:
Feedback on USDA Farmer to Family boxes (see
sidebar):
They LOVE it. We LOVE it. Healthy, vitaminpacked food to boost their immune systems to ward
off COVID. Sometimes we go straight from MFB to
our distribution site and the truck is emptied in a
matter of minutes.
The steady supply of milk has also been extremely
beneficial to our client families.

Contents of a USDA produce box

Contents of a USDA dairy box

Many families would not have the blessing of even
having milk if not for this program.
The produce, dairy, and meat are “God sent.”
The Farm to Family boxes have been a Godsend.
They are easy to distribute and ready to go. The
families love the meat.
Stories of some of their clients:
COVID has brought people to us that would never
need us under normal circumstances.

Several families had been flooded out of their houses.
It was very hard for them to get assistance due to the
pandemic. Thank God that we were able to pick up
food from Midwest Food Bank and pass this blessing
on.
A caregiver for elderly parents lost his job. He didn’t
have enough money after paying bills for food and
sought out a food pantry for the first time in his life.
He is extremely thankful for all the food.
We are seeing much hardship–like needing to make
difficult choices between various household expenses,
not enough gas to wait in line to receive food.
Several partner nonprofits shared how
volunteers began delivering food to people
unable to get out.
What else do you want us to know? (This
question prompted a flood of thanks.)
We don’t know what we would do without your
continued support.
THANK YOU !!! For stepping out and being a
front line resource. We will pray for donor favor and
uncommon resources.
We are so thankful for all you do; we couldn’t reach
as many as we do without you.
You have been a total blessing to us.
None of what Midwest Food Bank does
would be possible without an army of dedicated
volunteers and so many generous donors. We
humbly accept these words of thanks on their
behalf.

MFB East
Africa
Human rights groups
around the globe
have condemned
the unannounced
demolition of
Nairobi’s Kibera
Slum - a densely
populated community
where residents live
in severe poverty.
Families have been
displaced and homes
and businesses were
destroyed without
warning for a $20M
railway project. Those
displaced are facing
homelessness and
starvation.

UPDATES FROM MFB LOCATIONS

VOLUNTEERING SPOTLIGHT

ARIZONA

Long-time volunteer encourages family to join in

MFB Arizona has been blessed to win the 2020
Gilbert Chamber of Commerce “Small Business
of the Year.” We are thankful to the dedicated
volunteers and generous donors who made this
possible. In August, MFB Arizona packed boxes
for distribution at the Hopi Reservation.

BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL, IL
Disaster Relief has been breaking records.
In addition to sending loads all over the US for
COVID relief, loads were sent to Iowa for victims
of the derecho, and south to help hurricane
victims.
We are seeing an estimated year-over-year
increase of 20% in food distributed by our partner
non-profits due to the pandemic. Conversely, our
fundraising is “off” this year, with our Gala, Golf
Outing, and Food Bank Flyer all being canceled
or modified.
Hope Packs, our student weekend feeding
program, is in full swing. An estimated 3,400
children will be fed every weekend this school year.

FLORIDA

Kapu Africa (MFB
East Africa) has been
working with Pastor
Andrew Ouma, who
has headed up food
distribution in Kibera
through the COVID
crisis. Through him,
we have been sending
Tender Mercies to help
feed those facing new
and unexpected food
insecurities.
Please pray for our
East African partners
and those affected by
the demolition.

MFB Florida welcomed a new staff
member in September. Kelly Apfel was hired
as our Community Relations Coordinator.
Kelly is in charge of donor development,
community partnerships, media relations,
grant writing, and social media.
Kelly is also in charge of MFB Florida’s
Annual Gala Dinner and Auction held at
our warehouse. Please mark your calendars
for Saturday, February 20, 2021, and plan to come
and celebrate with us.
We are thankful for a grant from Enterprise
Holdings. We used it to purchase a refrigerated
trailer, allowing us to accept more nutritious food.

GEORGIA
For years the Georgia Division has prayed for a
large capacity freezer/refrigerator. In June 2019, we
launched the campaign to build the cold storage
unit. Our community responded and our prayers
have been answered. The project is complete and
paid in full. In early October, the first truckload
of fresh produce was put into the new refrigerator.
“To God be the glory, great things He has done ... ”

INDIANA

An additional 18,000 sq. ft. distribution
facility has allowed us to store more than twice our

previous amount of food. We are looking forward
to increasing our distribution. Also, we can now
host larger volunteer groups. We celebrated this
by packing Disaster Relief boxes for hurricane
victims in the south.
Our Pack the Pantry event will be held on
December 4 and televised on Fox 59. It is one of
MFB Indiana’s largest fundraisers. Please tune in!
In September, we welcomed Matt McKag, our
new Operations Manager. Matt brings 14 years of
warehouse and logistical experience.

MORTON, IL

Our Tender Mercies program has had an
incredible spike in demand due to the pandemic.
In Morton, we have produced over 2.8 million
meals, a 400% increase over last year. Also, we are
producing a new, microwaveable, single-serving
size of Tender Mercies.
Over 20,000 families have been impacted
by the Disaster Relief family food boxes our
volunteers have filled.

From day one Tom and JoAnn Rieker have been
lending a hand at Midwest Food Bank, Peoria. In
2007, when the Peoria location was getting started
Tom was there to help with bookkeeping and
getting the offices and warehouse organized and
established.
Tom is comfortable driving a forklift, loading
food, processing donations, and helps with MFB
fundraising events. He also is a board member for
the Peoria location and served on the national
board of Midwest Food Bank from 2012-2018. He
is on-site five days a week and his calm and steady
demeanor is appreciated by the staff.
“I am in awe of Tom’s dedication. There are
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PENNSYLVANIA

MFB Pennsylvania has leased a warehouse.
It is move-in ready, allowing us to plan our first
warehouse distribution in November! We’ve been
actively hiring staff. Nick Bates has been hired as
our Operations Manager and Janice Reinke as
Agency Coordinator. We are now reaching out to
non-profit organizations. Please check our website
to see our newly selected board of directors.

PEORIA, IL

To provide more food to the non-profits we
serve, six additional food distribution days have
been added to each month. MFB Peoria has had a
174% increase in fresh produce over 2019. Thank
you to the Gilmore Foundation and the USDA
Farm To Family Program for making this possible.
We are also thankful to the Gilmore Foundation
for the funding to purchase a new 53’ refrigerated
trailer.
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TEXAS

This has been a time of growth for Midwest
Food Bank Texas. We have had an increase
in volunteers to about 120, and a subsequent
increase in volunteer hours served. More nonprofit agencies, around 50, are being served.
At our current pace, there will be a $3 million
increase in food distributed this year over 2019. All
of this growth is prompting a search for additional
warehouse space.
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not many people who retire and become fulltime volunteers,” says Monica Scheuer, Executive
Director of MFB Peoria. “Tom and his wife, Jo
Ann, have been a treasured part of the MFB family
since the beginning.”
Jo Ann serves
on the front line as
she meets and greets
partner
non-profit
agencies when they
arrive to pick up
food. In this role she
can encourage and
share the mission of
Midwest Food Bank.
“We are both
passionate for MFB,” says Tom. God is definitely
working through MFB to help those in need as we
see God’s miracles every day.”
The couple share their servant spirit with their
family and often bring their own parents, their
children, grandchildren and extended family to
Midwest Food Bank to volunteer. In total, the
Rieker family has given over 18,000 hours of
service to Midwest Food Bank.

NON-PROFIT AGENCY SPOTLIGHT

The Food Co-op works together to better serve
Family mealtime is about more than food.
Eating together fuels the soul as well as the body.
Such is the belief of Martin Feminella, director
of The Food Co-op. Located in Azle, TX, The
Food Co-op is a combination of Life and Liberty
Food Pantry, Bibles and Bread Ministries, The
Refuge, and Project Hope. The four non-profit
partner agencies share resources to serve the
northwest Tarrant County’s smaller communities.
Cooked meals are provided through an
outreach. Bags or boxes of food are distributed.
“Blessing boxes” are maintained to help those
in need. During COVID-19, drive-through food
Copyright © Free Vector Maps.com

distributions have been operating at 19 locations.
The Food Co-op has no paid staff but operates
with the assistance of about 20 regular volunteers
and differing volunteer groups. Clients often help
when the coop has large work days - cleaning,
sorting, and stocking.
“I have a deep passion for feeding people,” says
Martin. “I enjoy seeing everyone come together
to bring some love and joy to those in need.”
The Food Co-op serves older clients on fixed
incomes, those on disability, and working
families who need a little help. About 500
meals a week are provided by the Coop. Additionally, supplemental food is
distributed to about 150 families.
The Food Coop is a valuable
partner non-profit to Midwest Food
Bank. Everyone is served with
compassion and grace. By uniting,
these agencies better serve those in
need in their area.
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To receive email
updates, please visit our
website and go to the
“News” button. Select
“Newsletter” and then
choose “eNewsletter.”
MidwestFoodBank.org

MFB Haiti
In addition to natural
disasters and the
pandemic, the people
of Haiti have a
new challenge. The
government recently
revalued the Haitian
currency, the gourde,
from 120 gourdes to
67, resulting in costs
nearly doubling.
Copyright © Free Vector Maps.com

MFB Haiti is
thankful to report
the results of our
generous donors. Our
shipments of food to
Haiti doubled in 2020
to 160 tons (2 million
servings). We’ve also
added 5 new partner
ministries, bringing
our total to 12. These
include Christian
schools, orphanages,
clinics, and feeding
programs.
Thank you for your
prayers and financial
support.

MFB East
Africa
Human rights groups
around the globe
have condemned
the unannounced
demolition of
Nairobi’s Kibera
Slum - a densely
populated community
where residents live
in severe poverty.
Families have been
displaced and homes
and businesses were
destroyed without
warning for a $20M
railway project. Those
displaced are facing
homelessness and
starvation.
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shipments of food to
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pandemic still affects all levels of our operation,
including food procurement, volunteer efforts,
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donors have risen to the challenge, making our
heightened operations nearly seamless.
Our partner nonprofit agencies have
experienced many of these same challenges.
Most of them have seen a 20-50% increase in
need and a reduction in volunteers. Here are
their humbling and encouraging responses to a
recent survey:
Feedback on USDA Farmer to Family boxes (see
sidebar):
They LOVE it. We LOVE it. Healthy, vitaminpacked food to boost their immune systems to ward
off COVID. Sometimes we go straight from MFB to
our distribution site and the truck is emptied in a
matter of minutes.
The steady supply of milk has also been extremely
beneficial to our client families.
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Many families would not have the blessing of even
having milk if not for this program.
The produce, dairy, and meat are “God sent.”
The Farm to Family boxes have been a Godsend.
They are easy to distribute and ready to go. The
families love the meat.
Stories of some of their clients:
COVID has brought people to us that would never
need us under normal circumstances.

Several families had been flooded out of their houses.
It was very hard for them to get assistance due to the
pandemic. Thank God that we were able to pick up
food from Midwest Food Bank and pass this blessing
on.
A caregiver for elderly parents lost his job. He didn’t
have enough money after paying bills for food and
sought out a food pantry for the first time in his life.
He is extremely thankful for all the food.
We are seeing much hardship–like needing to make
difficult choices between various household expenses,
not enough gas to wait in line to receive food.
Several partner nonprofits shared how
volunteers began delivering food to people
unable to get out.
What else do you want us to know? (This
question prompted a flood of thanks.)
We don’t know what we would do without your
continued support.
THANK YOU !!! For stepping out and being a
front line resource. We will pray for donor favor and
uncommon resources.
We are so thankful for all you do; we couldn’t reach
as many as we do without you.
You have been a total blessing to us.
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would be possible without an army of dedicated
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humbly accept these words of thanks on their
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